
When it rains, stormwater picks up 
chemicals and pollutants and carries it 
to our rivers and creeks.  Spot apply, 
rather than blanketing entire areas and 
avoid applying near curbs and 
driveways.

Control the amount of water and 
direction of sprinklers.  Sprinklers 
should only be on enough to soak into 
the gorund, but not long enough for 
runo� to occur.

Recycle leaves, grass clippings, and 
other yard waste.  Do not blow, 
sweep, rake, or hose yard waste into 
streets or catch basins.

Pet waste pollutes waterways when 
washed away during storms.  Be sure 
to pick up any pet waste from your 
yard before it rains.
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Use Water Wisely

When it rains, stormwater picks 
up chemicals and pollutants 

and carries it to our rivers and 
creeks.  Spot apply pesticides 

and fertilizers, rather than 
blanketing entire areas. Avoid 
applying them in areas near 

curbs and catch basins.

Yard waste that reaches the 
street impairs local water 
bodies and harms aquatic 

wildlife.  Recycle leaves, glass 
clippings, and other yard 

waste.  Do not blow, sweep, 
rake, or hose yard waste into 

streets or catch basins.  

A stormwater-friendly landscape is an outdoor garden 
or yard that can absorb rainwater and does not harm 
local waterways due to the over-application of 
chemicals found in fertilizers, pesticides,
and herbicides.

What is stormwater-friendly landscaping?

Recycle Yard WasteApply Fertilizers and 
Pesticides Safely

 An average lawn should only 
need 10-20 minutes of water-

ing per week.  Water your lawn 
early in the morning or later in 
the evening to minimize evap-
oration.  To save more water, 
add mulch or grass clippings 

near plant bases to retain 
moisture.
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Introduce Water 
Wise Plants

The average lawn only 
needs about an inch of water 
a week, or 10 to 20 minutes 
of watering.  Keeping your 
lawn three inches or taller 

will require even less water!

Grasses require the greatest 
percentage of irrigation 

water in traditional 
landscaping.  Reducing the 

size of your lawn can 
greatly reduce water intake.

A water-efficient landscape is an outdoor 
garden or yard that saves water, prevents 
pollution, and protects the environment.

What is water-efficient landscaping?

Lawn 
Reduction

Maintain 
Appropriately

Native or drought-tolerant 
species require little water 

beyond normal rainfall. 
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For more stormwater FAQs, visit: 
www.cityofrosemead.org/cms/one.aspx?portalId=10035075&pageId=11060585#132
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